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would be seen sitting down quietly among the people, with the creditors on one side and the debtors on the other. Beside him were sometimes seated influential landlords and others, who helped him in his work. Around this group,, or in its vicinity, were other creditors and debtors awaiting their turn. In quiet and confidential conference the " Conciliation Board " ascertained all the assets and liabilities of each debtor. Its aim was to bring the amount of each man's debts within Ms paying capacity. It did not press wasteful remissions. If a debtor were in a position to pay all, no remission was adjudged; but solvent persons rarely applied.
Where its action was required., the Board not only arranged for remission, but also settled the whole method of such payments as it found right to order. Sometimes the whole estate was left with the debtor, suitable instalments being fixed for payment of such a portion of the debt as was not remitted. Sometimes part of the estate was given, and sometimes merely nominal payments, in full satisfaction of all claims, enough being left to the debtor to live on. The effect on the community was wonderful. Enormous debts were wiped out. A million of rupees of debt were remitted in the Sangor District, and about six hundred thousand each in the Balaghat and Bhandara Districts. The work was carried on in some other parts at the same time. Creditors felt that they were better off than they would have been by the mere ruin of their debtors. Debtors were set free from an absolutely unbearable incubus which had taken all heart out of them. I know of hardly anything that made a greater impression on the people; and the effect on their condition and spirits was very noticeable. It is especially delightful, too, to think that the work was done mainly by Indian officers, who threw themselves heart and soul into it, and did it with sympathy, tact, and uprightness. Men like Anant Lai, Ram Bhau and Ganga Singh showed what devotion to duty animates some of our Indian officers.
Such a measure as this* however, is temporary, and meets a special crisis. The evil of indebtedness among the agricultural